
St. Andrew’s Notices for Sunday July 12th     
Trinity 5 

Sunday Eucharist Options 

Church of England's Facebook page or at www.churchofengland.org/ChurchOnline. 

Revd. Kate at 10am. Search YouTube for “St Marys Marston”.    

Revd. Dominic also at 10am. Search YouTube for “St Michaels Woolmer Green”. 

Also try. achurchnearyou com used by 1.2million people annually 80% of these coming to the site 
for the first time recently 

Prayer List 

Please continue to pray for: Young Alice, Harry Banks, Polly Barclay, Emma Brindle, Karen Brown, Mandy 
Daly, Win Dennis, Eric Edwin, Ed Freeman, Ed Fuller, Jeffrey Ginn, Peter Haslett,  Margaret Keech, Judith 
Latham, Victoria Martin, Christopher Palmer, Susan Pearson, Barbara Simpson, Hazel Suffolk, Tony Swain, 
Nick Timms, Clare Walker, Gary Williamson, Hilary Wilson, Sarah Wilson. 

BIBLE STUDY 

The group is continuing to meet on line whilst we cannot meet in person. We meet at 7.00pm on 
Wednesdays using Skype. We base our meetings on the readings for the coming Sunday (notified in 
advance) but conversations can range widely. Meetings usually last about an hour.  If you are interested in 
joining us contact David Young 01525 404947 dryoung1@btinternet.com 

FOOD BANK 

Thank you for continuing to support Food Bank.  The crate in the porch is emptied regularly. We are 
currently helping 3 families ( 10 children ranging from new born to middle school age  and 8 adults ).Thank 
you for your continuing much needed support. Stella 

OPENING CHURCH  
We are delighted to announce that the church is now open daily from 9.00am to 4.00pm for private prayer. 
Please use the hand sanitizer provided and respect social distancing. If you use a prayer leaflet take it home 
with you. There will be a Morning Prayer service Monday to Friday at 9.00am.  You are welcome to attend.  
We plan to hold a 10.15 Communion service on Thursday 30th July to get us started again and further 
services to follow. Steppingley Church are having a ‘Welcome back’ service on Sunday 12th July at 11.15am 
and is open on a daily basis for private prayer. 
VIRTUAL FETE 
Many, many thanks for all the effort put into the virtual fete, and especially to Nigel who did all the hard 
work putting it together and putting it out. £2,500 is a fantastic result for our funds. Thank you everyone 
who supported us.  
 
Gift Aid 
A national campaign has been launched to lobby to temporarily increase the amount of Gift Aid charities 
can claim, to compensate for their reduced income as a result of lockdown. If you would support this aim 
see:  http://petition.parliament.uk/petiotions/315874 
 
Contact details if needed. 
Churchwardens: Elizabeth Neil  01234 740931      elizabeth_neil@hotmail.com 
         Beverley Hodges 01525 404625  a_bhodges@btinternet.com 

Lay Readers:  Pippa Kilgour 01525 406696  pippa.kilgour@btinternet.com 

   Stella Brooks 01525 860370  stardrift0@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Nigel Pollard 01525 753170   nigel@vernewood.co. 
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Trinity 5 

Gospel  and  Sermon for today. 

Collect. 

Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, and kindle in all who minister 
the gospel your countless gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

Gospel  Matthew   13:1- 9; 18-23 
We know this parable, it’s easy. We’ve probably all sown seeds, even if only mustard and cress in 
an eggshell. We’ve hopefully looked after them, watered them, yanked out any offending weeds, 
made horrified noises if some sort of little black insect appeared on the leaves and obliterated 
them – and then rejoiced in the harvest. During the lockdown some of us may have had more time 
to do just that, and be hoping for a REALLY good harvest this year …… 
Jesus’ hearers will know about it too, farming in the sometimes difficult countryside of Galilee. 
They’ll know the poor soil, the stones, the pesky birds. They will recognise the situation, it grabs 
their attention, they listen. And that of course is why Jesus used parables – he wanted them to not 
only listen, but to see, to think and understand. But – they may be a bit puzzled. Even indignant, 
who IS this farmer? Who doesn’t even prepare the ground, clear off the stones and brambles? 
When we hear it first, we tend to notice the seed, and the soil – but Jesus in his exposition in the 
latter part of the gospel says, ‘Hear the parable of the sower.’ And the sower scatters the seed all 
over the place, regardless of whether it has much hope of coming up. He’s absolutely prodigal 
about it. There’s little promise for a fruitful harvest. But think – Jesus invests in disciples who look 
similarly inauspicious folk. He squanders his time with tax collectors and sinners, with lepers, the 
demon-possessed, and all manner of outcasts. 
As he squanders his time, his love, on us, abundantly, He doesn’t only seed the good soil. Even the 
walked upon path is seeded. And that makes no sense to those who want to calculate and quantify 
life before they give themselves to anything. But even if the soil looks unpromising, still he is there 
for us, his Spirit is with us if we open our hearts to him. 
And as we come to hear and understand, surely it behoves us to try to respond by improving the 
soil, doing what we can towards the harvest. Using the time God gives us to cultivate our faith in all 
the ways we can – through prayer and reading, through worship, through reaching out to others. 
Through rejecting what we know is harmful as Paul has it in Galatians, ‘the works of the flesh’; and 
rejoicing instead in the fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness  and self-control. And God will give the increase. 
Jesus is telling us that the kingdom of God is as if a seed is sown in us, within us. And if we are 
open to God, without our knowing, understanding quite how, it will grow, and bring forth fruit for 
the harvest. 
And remember too if we bear fruit, so too all out lives we will be sowing seeds, and often we don’t 
even know it. We look to the coming of God’s kingdom and remember Paul’s words in his epistle to 
the Romans.  – ‘Our hope is not in vain, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts.’ 
 
Thanks be to God.  

                                                                                                                                                        Pippa 


