
St. Andrew’s Notices for Sunday August 9th  
Trinity 9 

Sunday Eucharist Options 

Church of England's Facebook page or at www.churchofengland.org/ChurchOnline. 

Also try. achurchnearyou com used by 1.2million people annually 80% of these coming to the site 
for the first time recently 

Prayer List 

Please continue to pray for: Young Alice, Harry Banks, Polly Barclay, Emma Brindle, Karen Brown, Mandy 
Daly, Win Dennis, Eric Edwin, Ed Freeman, Ed Fuller, Jeffrey Ginn, Peter Haslett, Margaret Keech, Judith 
Latham, Victoria Martin, Christopher Palmer, Susan Pearson, Barbara Simpson, Darren Smith, Hazel Suffolk, 
Tony Swain, Nick Timms, Clare Walker, Gary Williamson, Hilary Wilson,Sarah Wilson. 

BIBLE STUDY 

The group is continuing to meet on line whilst we cannot meet in person. We meet at 7.00pm on 
Wednesdays using Zoom. We base our meetings on the readings for the coming Sunday (notified in 
advance) but conversations can range widely. Meetings usually last about an hour.  If you are interested in 
joining us contact David Young 01525 404947 dryoung1@btinternet.com 

FOOD BANK 

Thank you for continuing to support Food Bank.  The crate in the porch is emptied regularly. We are 
currently helping 3 families ( 10 children ranging from new born to middle school age  and 8 adults ).Thank 
you for your continuing much needed support. Stella 

OPENING CHURCH  
Please respect social distancing.. There will be a Morning Prayer service Monday to Friday at 9.00am.  We 
have every Sunday booked for a Eucharist at 9.30 from 16th August until Dominic arrives to take services. As 
we are limited for numbers it would be helpful if you indicated your intention to attend. Steppingley Church 
are having an 11.15 morning praise on Sunday mornings and is open on a daily basis for private prayer. 
There will be an Evensong service at St Andrews on Sunday 2nd August 6.30pm and the plan is to hold this 
service every first Sunday of the month. All welcome.  
 
VIRTUAL COFFEE & CHAT 
One of the many consequences of the lack of Soup Lunches and Coffee Mornings is that we are not 
supporting other charities as much this year. To try and address this, please try and find an empty coffee jar 
and put a coin in it every time you have a cup of coffee in August. At the end of the month contact Nigel P 
to arrange banking and we will make an equivalent donation to our chosen charity. In August, this will be 
Parkinson’s UK. Even better, ring up another church member for a chat while you drink! 
 
 
Contact details if needed. 
Churchwardens: Elizabeth Neil  01234 740931      elizabeth_neil@hotmail.com 
         Beverley Hodges 01525 404625  a_bhodges@btinternet.com 

Lay Readers:  Pippa Kilgour 01525 406696  pippa.kilgour@btinternet.com 

   Stella Brooks 01525 860370  stardrift0@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Nigel Pollard 01525 753170   nigel@vernewood.co. 
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 Trinity 9 

Gospel  and  Sermon for today. 

Collect. 

Gracious Father, Revive your church in our day, and make her strong, holy and faithful for your 
glory’s sake in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Gospel  Matthew   14:22-33 
That gospel story –it’s a very visual one, isn’t it – very atmospheric in several senses,a terrific 
storm, a near shipwreck, a ghost – and a life-saving miracle. 
Try to imagine yourself into the picture. You’re very tired –all those crowds, five thousand of them, 
and the women and children – all day. Getting off in the boat is a relief, to begin with – just the 
lapping of the water and the creak of the rigging. Then it’s dark; that soft following veers, and 
strengthens. It’s no longer peaceful – at all. The sailcloth is battered by the gale, claps and strains. 
And although we know that sudden storms do arise on the Sea of Galilee, it must have truly been 
very bad, because a number of the disciples were fishermen – Peter and Andrew, James and John 
for sure. They were, in fact, very experienced sailors; but nonetheless they weren’t coping with the 
turmoil of the waves. It’s taking two men to hold the tiller, the waves crash against the boat, 
soaking you, And this goes on for hours and hours, until all your resistance is sapped. So when you 
see what looks like a man walking towards you, over the water, you think you must be 
hallucinating. 
Then….. Jesus speaks. ‘Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.’     
It’s Peter – it would be Peter; always rushing at things – who responds. And Jesus calls him to him. 
And you think ‘he must be mad.’ But Peter is gazing at Jesus and just steps out of the boat. Just like 
that, And begins to walk towards him.  
But then it goes wrong. A great gust makes Peter pause – and he begins to sink. We’re all watching, 
horrified, paralysed – we ourselves can’t do anything. We can just about hear over the noise of the 
storm as he cries out – ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus reaches out and catches him. ‘O ye of little faith …..’ 
he says.  
And that’s it,The miracle of it. Jesus saves him, Jesus is with us in the boat, and of a sudden it is 
still, calm, again. Peace. 
And I should have said that that’s often what our faith journey’s like. We’ve been being busy, 
worthy little Christians, rushing about helping others, and we’re tired. Then things begin to go 
wrong, and more wrong, and badly wrong We can’t believe it’s really Jesus there coming to us,  to 
help us, saying, ‘Don’t be afraid.’ Even if we do get as far as Peter and set out towards him, the 
awfulness of life hits us again and we doubt, we begin to sink. 
But Jesus is still there, and reaches out as we cry out to him. And he brings us to the safe haven.  
It happens to us today, it’s always happening to us isn’t it? Things going wrong, turning into chaos; 
especially at this time with this pandemic; and the confusion and suffering we can see in the 
world. 
And in faith we cry to God for help. 
And discover he is there. As he promised, he is with us, reaching out to us. In the beginning of the 
world there was chaos; and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters… and there was 
God’s first creation. And God saw that it was good. In the world today there is chaos. And Christ 
comes; he reaches out to save us and as in faith we know his love, there is new creation in our 
hearts. His kingdom comes. Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                                       
 
Pippa 


