
St. Andrew’s Notices for Sunday July 5th  

Trinity 4  

Sunday Eucharist Options 

Church of England's Facebook page or at www.churchofengland.org/ChurchOnline. 

Revd. Kate at 10am. Search YouTube for “St Marys Marston”. 

Prayer List 

Please continue to pray for: Young Alice, Harry Banks, Polly Barclay, Emma Brindle, Karen Brown, 
Mandy Daly, Win Dennis, Eric Edwin, Ed Freeman, Ed Fuller, Jeffery Ginn, Peter Haslett,  Margaret 
Keech, Judith Latham, Victoria Martin, Christopher Palmer, Susan Pearson, Barbara Simpson, Hazel 
Suffolk, Tony Swain, Nick Timms, Clare Walker, Gary Williamson, Hilary Wilson, Sarah Wilson. 

BIBLE STUDY 

The group is continuing to meet on line whilst we cannot meet in person. We meet at 7.00pm on 
Wednesdays using Skype. We base our meetings on the readings for the coming Sunday (notified 
in advance) but conversations can range widely. Meetings usually last about an hour.  If you are 
interested in joining us contact David Young 01525 404947 dryoung1@btinternet.com 

FOOD BANK 

Thank you for continuing to support Food Bank.  The crate in the porch is emptied regularly. We 
are currently helping 4 families (11 children ranging from new born to 17 and 9 adults). Thank you 
for your continuing, much needed support. Stella 

OPENING CHURCH  

We are delighted to announce that the church is now open daily from 9.00am to 4.00pm for 
private prayer. Please use the hand sanitizer provided and respect social distancing. If you use a 
prayer leaflet take it home with you. There will be a Morning Prayer service Monday to Friday at 
9.00am.  You are welcome to attend.  

Steppingley Church are having a ‘Welcome back’ service on Sunday 12th July at 11.15am and is 
open on a daily basis for private prayer. 

VIRTUAL FETE 

Many, many thanks for all the effort put into the virtual fete, and especially to Nigel who did all 
the hard work putting it together and putting it out. £2,500 is a fantastic result for our funds. 
Thank you everyone who supported us.  

Gift Aid 

A national campaign has been launched to lobby to temporarily increase the amount of Gift Aid 
charities can claim, to compensate for their reduced income as a result of lockdown. If you would 
support this aim see:  http://petition.parliament.uk/petiotions/315874 

Contact details 

Churchwardens:       Elizabeth Neil       01234 740931      elizabeth_neil@hotmail.com 
               Beverley Hodges    01525 404625 a_bhodges@btinternet.com 
Lay Readers:  Pippa Kilgour          01525 406696 pippa.kilgour@btinternet.com 
   Stella Brooks           01525 860370 stardrift0@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Nigel Pollard           01525 753170  nigel@vernewood.co.uk 
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Trinity 4  

Gracious Father,  

by the obedience of Jesus, you brought salvation to our wayward world:  

draw us into harmony with your will, that we may find all things restored in him,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Gospel and Sermon for today. 

Gospel: Matthew 11:16- 19; 28-30 

It’s quite a time since we saw children playing together outside, in the sunshine, running around, 
sitting around, chatting, giggling.  Happy, Having fun. It can cheer you up. But if you know children 
at all, you know it’s not always quite like that. There can be an undercurrent of ‘let’s not play with 
him, he’s silly’, or horrid, or whatever the current ‘in’ epithet is. They’ll make excuses, sideways 
glances. Cold-shoulder the one they don’t want; - and nowadays I gather it’s doing the outsider 
down on Facebook or Instagram or Twitter or whatever – to get their own way, to have it that they 
run things. They don’t want John the Baptist, he’s got something wrong with him, he’s weird. They 
don’t want Jesus either – he may go to parties but he drinks too much, he has these awful 
friends …. They don’t like the challenge or the risk of bringing in an outsider who may question 
what they are doing. It’s easier to criticise. 

And they certainly don’t realise that by not being open to others they may, in the end, lose out – 
badly, May finish up just sitting on the sidelines, going nowhere. Or the alternative, sadly, may be 
conflict. They need to dominate, to have your own way, all too easily can lead to hostility, eve n 
violence. 

Jesus knows all this. He grieves for a generation that isn’t prepared for challenge, for change. He 
knows how difficult it can be to move people on; he knows how hard too it may be for his disciples 
as they spread the gospel! 

And we need to think about this, we have been given an opportunity to think, as we gradually 
emerge from this lockdown, from the grief and the suffering, into the ‘new normal’. Many will want 
it to be the old normal but should it be? What have we, we Christians, learnt. Learnt about what 
really matters? Not just to ourselves, but to those we would love to join us, in following Christ. 
What are the excuses people may use to avoid engaging with the gospel? To evade facing up to all 
those questions that need to be faced? Surely it’s not just apathy, not just putting on the 
headphones and with head down living in a virtual world? 

The church has had to learn a lot about the latter in a very short time, with virtual services popping 
up all over the place – and proving more popular than anticipates. For myself I MUCH prefer a real 
church service; but I admit to several pulses – some truly thought- provoking and moving sermons, 
some wonderful singing from cathedral and college choirs; being able to look back later and hear 
again, especially the sermons if I thought I’d missed a point. And, however much I may in theory 
approve of the discipline of service times, the facility to participate at whatever time fitted best for 
me …  

But whatever we do, however we use new knowledge, new technology to approach others, we 
know it may be difficult – to change others, to change ourselves. And then we should bring to mind 
the final verses of this gospel. ‘Come unto me ….and I will give you rest.’ For Christ’s yoke not the 
yoke of the Law that dominates, but the yoke of love and compassion, of caring for others whether 
they are ‘our’ sort, the sort we want to pay with or nor. To bring in the kingdom. 

Thanks be to God.  

Pippa 


